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Northam Army Camp 

Multiculturalism and Local History 

Society & Environment Year 9 (Time, Continuity & Change) 

St Joseph’s School (Year 9) 

P.O. Box 500 Northam WA 6401 

Gargano.mark@cathednet.wa.edu.au 

 

NB- Sequence of lessons (Each lesson is based on approximately 45 minutes) 

 

1. Lesson 1-Introduction of multiculturalism 

Examine surnames in the class 

See if students know the background of their names 

Divide the class into nationality backgrounds on the board 

Ask the students if they know how their family came to 

Australia/WA/Northam- white board ideas-expand thoughts here. 

Resources- Overhead sheet of Incoming Passenger Card for Angelo Gargano 

Examine some statistics of Australian Migration 

Resource- Milk and Honey-but no Gold, Peters, N. 2001, Appendix 1, p.293. 

Using the above examine the spread of countries- emphasise 

Late 40s/early 50s European migrants, large numbers- discuss WW2 

interruptions, displaced people, moved as labour by Germany for the war 

effort, not being able to return home, looking for a better life, Europe 

physically devastated by war, Australian territory intact and looking for 

migrants. Also, discuss the concept of Displaced People (DPs) and Stateless 

People as applied to statistics, what is their relevance? 

 

Active learning 

Students to write a summary of the data and to compare and contrast the 

difference between what we have in our class to migration in 1950. Students 

also need to write down the concept map/flow chart/notes that was placed on 

the board- provides more ideas about why students came to Australia? 

Homework 

Students need to ask parents/guardians what they know about their family 

history- country of origin, when did they leave (if applicable), what 

occupation did they do, family members, lifestyle (home country, Australia)? 

For people that are multi-generational Australian researching family 

background is also important, as this will later highlight the links between 

migrants and locals in 1950s/60s Australia. 
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2. Lesson 2- Share family histories 

First 15 minutes of class- share ‘n’ care 

Break the board up again- Australia (To include Indigenous if applicable), 

UK and Ireland, Europe and Asia. You will have a better idea after discussions 

from Day One. Further break up the board into migrant, displaced person for 

European migration. Discuss reasons for heading to Australia- jobs, skills, 

health, lifestyle, starting a family/young family, home country devastated- aim 

to get students to realise that coming to Australia for many was the obvious 

choice. 

Why was Australia an obvious choice? 

Active learning 

Students to write down three things that they know about what Europe may 

have been like in the 1940s, what had the Europeans just gone through? 

Resources- Good British Stock, Coldrey, p.122-123. (Link here is local area-

discusses UK youth migration to Bindoon Catholic Home) 

DVD- World War Two in Colour, Episode 1 (parts showing the London Blitz 

and Dresden air raid.), SBS 

 

Students are to right down descriptions of- 

What is happening/has happened? 

Who has been affected? 

What are the people doing? 

Describe the appearance and attitudes of the people? 

 

Homework 

The answers to the above are dot pointed and the students need to complete 

this into a homework paragraph under the heading, ‘Living in Europe in 

WW2’. Students are to write 5-8 lines from the perspective of one of the 

people they viewed in the DVD, possibly discuss before the end of class 3 or 4 

people that they saw. 
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3. Lesson 3- share with another student 

5-10 minutes 

Number the students, so that the class is divided into groups of 4 students- 

Each student is given 1-2 minutes to discuss and share information about what 

they wrote to their small group- skills- active listening 

After this choose 4-5 groups where each one can provide a different 

perspective on the same theme. Very important, this is to begin the process of 

empathy with the students, beginning to see why people came to Australia. 

 

Next phase- What was Australia like before WW2? 

Key part is that students need to recognise that the culture was predominantly 

Anglo-Saxon-Celtic and one of King and Country.  

Local connection, what do you think was here in Northam in the 1930s? 

Through a discussion students to understand that certain aspects of Northam 

were very different-no Pizza, no foreign food restaurants, and no continental 

small goods.  

 

What sorts of changes would have been occurring during the late 1930s 

leading up and preparing for war? This leads the students down the path to a 

greater military presence and the construction of the Northam Army Camp 

(NAC). 

 

Discuss points- see what students know about NAC, past and present. 

 

Collect Lesson 2 Homework (The paragraph); prepare students that the next 

lesson will require a computer room facility. 

 

 

 

4. Lesson 4- History of Northam Army Camp 

Resources- PowerPoint- History of Northam Army Camp by (then) CDTSGT 

McGregor and associated notes. (Appendix 1) 

The slideshow discusses history, Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC), Prisoner of 

War (POW), Migrant Life, Cadets and Services. 

Active learning 

Key part students to take notes about each relevant part. 
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5. Lesson 5- Review slideshow- History of the NAC 

Key parts- how the camp was established, dates and reasons for establishing, 

main users, training facility and POW (WW2) and migrants post WW2. Link 

all of this to connection with the already established local area; Northam well 

established town, major facility in the wheatbelt, well established agricultural 

area.  

 

Active learning 

Prepare for Assessment One- students are to write what they understand about 

what was occurring for a particular time period with NAC and relate this to 

what was occurring around the world. 

 

ASSESSMENT ONE (Appendix 2) 

1930s- Establishing NAC and global tensions and expansionism of Nazi 

Germany and Japan. 

1940s- Training Centre and VDC and the War in Europe. 

1940s- POW and the Axis Powers. 

1950s- Migrants and Displaced People in Europe 

1960s/70s- CMF/Cadets and National Service 

Present Day- Service groups (SES/FESA), Cadets and Community Service 

 

At this point in time, students may only have sketches of ideas, relating to 

prior S & E discussions and recent lessons. End the lesson with a review of 

key points; discuss at least one major point to each of the above. 

 

6. Lesson 6- Stories from the Northam Army Camp (DVD) 
Hand out the worksheet related to Stories from the NAC (Appendix 3) and 

view the DVD. Be aware that at parts, particularly at the introduction you may 

need to pause the DVD, even though the DVD is quite short, with pausing and 

key parts emphasised, this will take a full period. 

Homework- complete the worksheet, during the DVD, answers were probably 

dot points, need to expand and explain as much as possible using evidence 

from the DVD. Included in this is question 20. 

 

7. Lesson 7 - Stories from the Northam Army Camp (DVD) 

Review the answers from the NAC DVD sheet. Explaining and having an 

appreciation of diversity and adversity (especially relating to post-WW2) is 

very important.  

Active learning. 

Get a number of students who are willing to share their response to question 

20. After a few tie together key themes, that is similarities and differences 

between local resident (‘Townie’, farmer), POW, Migrant- these boarded 

notes students should keep for assignment work. 
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8. Lesson 8- The structure of NAC 

The layout of the campsite 

Resources-  

Map of NAC, drawn by the SJACU in 2006 (Appendix 4) 

Photo-photo collection SJACU/St Joseph’s School/M. Gargano 

Images from Milk and Honey-but no Gold, Peters, N. 2001 (p. 118, 120, 126, 

140, 141, 147, 153, 158, 160). 

 

The aim of this lesson is that the students get an appreciation of the NAC and 

what is present there, making the connection with the past- old hospital, 

school, guard house, etc.  

 

A sense of scale and depth is important, the concept that the NAC was a town 

in its own right. Images to show key locations are important, but also the mix 

of people that were there, including children. 

 

As well as large scale, it is important for the students to see how individuals 

lived- their accommodation and a school building- note the differences in style 

and construction to a modern structure- use of left over materials, lots of 

corrugated iron, no privacy, lack of security, very different.  

If time, students to do a quick walk around the school, looking at buildings as 

constructed around the time of the Army Camp, go to the sheds, appreciation 

of accommodation-living in a shed. 

Keep in mind for this lesson that students should be keeping in mind questions 

to ask the guest speaker. 

 

9. A migrant’s story- Presentation by a migrant (NACHA) 

Mrs Jenny Budas- A broad lecture with images and speech relating to coming 

to Northam from Europe, going to NAC, lifestyle, choosing to stay in 

Northam, link to St Joseph’s, lifestyle, entertainment, food, culture, education. 

Homework 

Discuss local area walk and being prepared for this along with writing 5 points 

about something new that you learnt from today’s presentation.  

 

10. Local Area Excursion- Northam Visitor Centre 

Examine aspects of migration to Northam and other key influences of local 

area history. Leave adequate time for the walk, 20 minutes in total, journey 

past the Boulevard and down part of the main street before going up to the 

visitor centre, highlight buildings of local importance and ones that are 

mentioned in the research, eg Roediger’s.   

Homework 

As well as specific points about town landmarks and imagery used within the 

Northam Visitor Centre, students must add to their list of ‘5 things that I learnt 

today’. 
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11. A migrant’s story- follow up 

Follow up key aspects of the presentation, once again emphasis on 

understanding what was up at the camp and how people lived. 

ASSESSMENT TWO 

Assessment- Constructing a Diorama (Appendix 5) 

 

Students need to use a shoe box, or something of similar proportions to 

highlight a fragment of a NAC migrant’s life. 

 

1. Home accommodation. 

2. School life 

3. Entertainment 

4. Infrastructure 

 

(Please note with these 1 to 3 are effectively indoor scenes, 4 is from an 

outside perspective and what must be made clear here is that this does not 

mean construction of 1 building, but a series of huts or school building, or 

the hospital and huts)  

 

Hand out- assignment sheet and discuss key parts 

Brainstorm ideas relating to imagery (items to put in a scene, what is being 

emphasised, what is the story)-and construction materials, what are the 

students going to make it out of, sense of realism. To make it realistic and to 

interest the boys, also showing work parties, building and construction around 

the camp-huts, road, fences, houses are also suitable as long as a connection to 

NAC, migration and the local area is displayed.   

 

Also discuss the written part, this will bring together the information that has 

been discussed, recorded about what the students have learnt along the way 

regarding migrant talk, NAC DVD and the Northam Visitor Centre. 

 

Demonstrate a few examples of other dioramas that exist- display images from 

the Australian War Memorial collection. 

 

By the end of this lesson students must have made a decision about which 

scene they are going to recreate, specify the timeline/submission date- 

possibly 2 weeks. (Also give the students an idea that 1 day will be used as 

construction time in class). 
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12. Migration- A 1950s Australian perspective 

Milk and Honey-but no Gold, Peters, N. 2001, chapt. 1-3 

 

Discussion about WW2 and Australia’s contribution, males off fighting, many 

not returning, Australia in a position of not being able to rebuild after the war-

needed migrants for population growth and construction. 

Australian population in 1949 of 7,391,000 people was not enough. 

WA in 1947 was only 413, 171. 

Discuss life in the 1940s- Australian culture, very British Empire, WASP, 

King and Country, colonial, WW2 stopped the Japanese advance/yellow peril- 

continued through after the war, with threats from the north linked to 

communism and the expansionism throughout South-East Asia (threatening 

Indo-China, Malaya)- what did the government do 

 

Politically sensitive- always emphasise to the students then and now, use 

past and present, this is how people were, not how they are now, that is what 

they believed was right, not what we know and do now.  

 

In small groups students are set the task- 

 

You are the First Minister of Immigration (In 1949 Arthur Calwell), your 

government realises that you are short of people to re-populate and re-build 

your population, what are you going to do? 

 

Active learning 

After 5 minutes brainstorming, the students are asked for their input, who are 

they going to try to get to come to Australia? 

In addition, how are they and why? (What is their justification?) 

Prepare for differences in opinions and perhaps ‘heated’ discussion.   

 

Discuss other factors- skills, young, healthy, hard working, qualified 

tradespeople, agricultural knowledge, etc- p. 45. 

 

European migrants were seen as the most suitable to at least maintain 

Australia’s ‘white population’-reference p.9, 19- specific groups targeted (as 

well as UK and US), aiming at Baltic, Dutch and Polish. 

 

Link back to assigned work, nationalities and countries of origin, providing 

information for the diorama and the written component.  

 

Also, prepare students that the next lesson is construction and research time. 

 

13. NAC Diorama- Building, Constructing and research time 

Check student progress offer suggestions where appropriate, check what 

information students have compiled, etc. 
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14. Migration-religious groups 

When coming to Australia, migrants were coming to a Christian country. 

Elaborate and provide details about European migrants of a Jewish background. 

 

Discuss escaping from the horrors of the Holocaust, beginning a new life but 

additional pressures and perhaps discrimination, due to a religion that was not a 

traditional part of mainstream culture in the 1940s.   

 

Prior to WW2 some 7,000 to 8,000 European Jews had entered Australia, post-

WW2 greater numbers entered but figures unreliable, some people denied being 

Jewish, not strong of faith-therefore stated no religion, had been so used to hiding 

their religious affinity during the war, it just became easier to continue or some 

simply ‘became’ Catholic, as that is what the rest of the group were. 

 

Question for the students- what does this say about being a Jewish migrant? 

 

Discuss concepts of close family groups, living in communities, shared 

experiences. 

 

Often an additional language barrier- Polish or Russian Jews conversing in 

Yiddish- with additional barriers such as non-British Jews, seen as less tolerated 

than even the Chinese (Malcolm Turnbull, Safe Haven: Records of the Jewish 

Experience in Australia, 1999, p. 15, 17). 

 

Link discussions again to the ‘White Australia Policy’ 

 

Discuss the Kimberley Scheme and the Evian Conference- proposals of 

establishing seven million acres in the East Kimberley as a farming settlement for 

up to 50,000 refugees from Nazism.   

Malcolm Turnbull, Safe Haven: Records of the Jewish Experience in Australia, 

1999, p. 29-30. 

 

Key parts to summarise- Australia’s changing perspectives, cultural changes from 

post-WW2 to present 21
st
 century, feelings of being a migrant- being different, a 

feeling of separation, not knowing, feeling that you cannot mix and contribute-

coming to a strange new land. 
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15. Internet research- Computer lab access required. 

Students need to write down details about one of the below organizations. To 

ensure each group is covered give each student a number then nominate which of 

the below groups is associated with that number. 

  

1. Red Cross 

2. CARE 

3. UNRRA- United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration 

4. IRO- International Refugee Organization 

 

Active learning 

Students are to follow a what, who, where, when, why and how approach to 

describe what their organisation has to do with migration. Key point is that 

students need to be aware that most information that will be first observed is 

relating to present day, which is appropriate. As students need to be aware of these 

agencies in the present day, are they around and who do they still assist? 

 

16. Aid agencies- Share and Care 

Write up on the white board the four researched organizations. 

As you are doing this get students to take their notes and form up into their 

relevant groups.  

5 minutes of sharing information in their group, then share the information and 

write on the board. 

Active learning 

Students are to add any information that is relevant and this will mean that 

they will need to be able to list information about the other 3 groups. 

 

The aim here is that students are well aware of agencies that were working to 

assist DPs and migrants post-WW2 and how they specifically helped.  

Remind students that their major assessment (diorama) is due in two lessons 

 

17. NAC and other users 

POW- How do they fit in? 

Italiani- Italians, why were Italians prisoners of war in Australia? 

Discuss conflict and WW2 combatants-keep in mind brief information only as 

detailed information here is a part of a separate topic- key Axis powers vs. 

allies, and Italy being both, prisoners captured prior to 1943. Construction 

crews, agricultural workers, parade ground at the NAC. 

VDC (Volunteer Defence Corps)- civilian combatants, training for invasion-

the Home Guard (WW2) and CMF/Reserves-within that discuss Cadet usage- 

photos from SJACU collection (historical and modern). 

Key here is to emphasise National Service/Community Service-the NAC is an 

integral part of Northam. (Remember this information ties together what has 

already been heard, therefore effectively a summary. 

 

Remind students that their major assessment (diorama) is due next lesson. 

 



 

Written by M. Gargano (2007-09) for SJS Y9 S & E 

10 

 

18. Diorama and presentations- 

Students are to be assessed on the actual diorama building and construction 

and links made to the theory that is to be presented- each student will be given 

2 to 3 minutes to explain their model and the link to Northam and our local 

area- check assessment sheet. 

 

19. Diorama and presentations 

Lesson 2- each student needs to present, all work is collected at the end for 

marking and is to be displayed, back of the S & E room/Library or other 

special events.  

If possible- to invite a local representative from migrant groups in Northam, 

rep from the visitor centre, NACHA to be present for one or both days of these 

presentations.  

 

20 The United Nations- modern multiculturalism 

ASSESSMENT THREE (Appendix 6) 

Computer Lab required for research 

Introduction about the UN, when and how they formed, different agencies, UNESCO, 

WHO, Security Council-peacekeepers and peacemakers, see what the students know 

emphasise not just the facts, but how your nominated country is linked to Australia-

past/present-migration/DPs and how studying this topic has influenced/modified your 

thinking-the last 2 questions on the United Nations Day assessment. 

Students will be able to choose here from a list of countries that will link with topics 

that have been covered- so primarily those that may have ventured to NAC or as 

WW2 DPs (Modern migrant/refugee connections to be made later in the topic); 

Italy, Poland, Netherlands, Germany, Spain, Austria, Malta, Denmark, Latvia, 

Estonia, Lithuania, Russia, Ukraine, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Greece, Romania, 

Bulgaria, Slovakia and the Czech Republic. With this range of countries, each country 

should be covered- use teacher discretion. An alternative way of assigning countries is 

writing all 20 down, place on individual pieces of paper and pull out of the hat. Once 

all 20 are assigned, place all 20-country names back into the pool and do again for the 

remainder of the class, this way full nation representation can be achieved. 

Students will be given 1 week of their own time to complete this research after the 

one session in the Computer Laboratory, this will further give evidence for Society & 

Environment (Time, Continuity and Change & Natural and Social Systems) as well as 

Active Citizenship outcomes. 

Websites of interest/relevance 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 

http://www.awm.gov.au/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Australia_policy 

http://www.redcross.org.au/default.asp 

http://www.care.org/ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations_Relief_and_Rehabilitation_Administrati

on 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Refugee_Organization 

http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/291218/International-Refugee-

Organization 

http://www.un.org/english/ 
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Appendices 

 

1. History of Northam Army Camp by (then) CDTSGT McGregor 

2. Assessment One- Connecting the local to the world 

3. Stories from the NAC worksheet 

4. Map of the NAC as of 2006 

5. Assessment Two- Researching and constructing a diorama 

6. Assessment Three- United Nations and Australia 

 

 

 



History of the Northam History of the Northam History of the Northam History of the Northam 
Army CampArmy CampArmy CampArmy Camp

By 

CDTSGT Morag McGregor

Saint Joseph’s 

Army Cadet Unit

(Northam)



Introduction

• Northam Army Camp has a great and varied 

History.

• Ranges from soldiers preparing to go to war • Ranges from soldiers preparing to go to war 

to cadets going on a weekend camp.

• Many units started up in Northam and their 

long history is still here and carried on in us 

today.



Pre Establishment
• The land was used for many things before it was 

officially established in 1935.

• 1800’s Mounted Rifles joined with Volunteer and 
Militia units to form Australian Commonwealth 
Military Forces.

• 10th Light Horse Regiment became a prestige 
military group and helped to train Northam’s young 
men at Northam Army Camp, prior to departure for men at Northam Army Camp, prior to departure for 
the Middle East and the Gallipoli campaign, with 
one very significant local being 2LT Throssell VC.



Volunteer Defence Corps
• Were members of the community who were 
exempt from active service due to their exempt from active service due to their 
occupation.

• Trained at Northam Army Barracks.

• Didn’t have equipment so improvised with 
sticks and rocks.

• Didn’t have uniforms and were very 
privileged to get a khaki shirt or pants.



Official Establishment

• Officially established in 1935 when the word was 

given from Army Headquarters Melbourne.

Camp was to serve as: 

• A centre for mobilization of troops free of enemy

• Reception camp for reinforcing brigade

• An alternative training ground for WA troops.

Normal facilities were to be erected over time.



Major Requirements

• Reliable water supply for about 5000 men.

• 1st class rail and road communication in 

every direction.every direction.

• Facilities for artillery and small arms 

practice.

• Railway sidings and other rail facilities.

• Reasonable concealment.



What Happened

• BRIG A.M Martyn-
Brigade COMD for 5MD 
selected LTCOL G.F.G 
Wieck- Assistant ADJ to 
the QM GEN of 5MD to 
do a reconnaissance. 

• LTCOL Wieck set out 
between Goomalling and 
Pingelly and found no 
good land so headed north 
from Pingelly to Northam from Pingelly to Northam 
on Easter Saturday 1935.

• Next day in company with 
Mr Thackrah went to 
check out the foothills and 
Darling Range nearby.

• Mostly good but farming 
land nearby so had to 
change the position 
slightly.



Prisoners of War

• During WW2 more than 25,000 POW’s brought to 

Australia from the Middle East and India. Most 

Italian.

• 1945 WA realised they had a shortage of farm  • 1945 WA realised they had a shortage of farm  

hands so the idea of POW labour came in.

• Three POW camps in WA 

• In 1946 Northam got named No.16 POW Camp

• Almost all POW’s in WA got moved there.



POW Work

• POW’s were put to work 
building a new blue metal 
parade ground, and 
erecting retaining walls, 
steps and memorial steps and memorial 
plinths.

• On the steps and plinths 
inscribed is: ‘POW 
24/9/46’ and ’24/9/46 
POW ITALIANI’.

• POW’s were in Northam 
between May and 
November 1946



Refurbishment

• Mid 1949 118th Field 

Hospital refurbished into 

Holden Camp.

• This was done due to the • This was done due to the 

influx of migrants and 

displaced persons from 

Europe.

• Late 1949 Northam Army 

Camp became reception 

centre for Holden Camp.



Life as a Migrant

• Not very comfortable or 

pleasant.

• Only 3 or 4 showers per 

gender and water had no gender and water had no 

gauge so got too hot to 

shower by about breakfast.

• Had many tests and 

interviews when first 

arrived in their first 3 or 4 

weeks.



Migrant Life

• Toilets were a simple pan 
system with teams chosen 
each week to clean them.

• Hospital with 3 wards, 1 
doctor, 1 matron and large doctor, 1 matron and large 
nursing team.

• Rooms 12x8, lined, had 
ceilings and ablution 
facilities.

• Some families sewed 
sheets together for more 
privacy.



Migrant Children

• Had trouble growing up with 

everything being Australian.

• There was a Primary School 

at the Army Camp but went at the Army Camp but went 

to town for High School.

• Many of the migrants were 

Catholic so those children 

went to St Joseph’s School 

in Northam, thus increasing 

the size and diverse mix of 

the population.



Cadets
• Between 1950 and 1964 there 

was an Army Cadet Unit 
established locally, called the 
Northam Army Cadet Unit 
(NACU) but other cadet units 
used the facilities until 1974.

• From 1977 until 1984 Northam 
Combined Cadet Unit (NCCU), 
even though they paraded at 
school in Northam, used the school in Northam, used the 
camp often for weekend 
training.

• Army Cadets had an annual 
camp in August every year held 
at the Northam barracks.

• Had two phases, each phase had 
around 1000 cadets.

• Army got training as well with 
so many troops needing 
transporting they got practice in 
this.



Today
• SASR used to hold their recruits 

course in Northam.

• Cadets still use the barracks for 

camps and courses.

• Saint Joseph’s Army Cadet Unit 

(SJACU) and 708 Squadron 

Airforce cadets are based at the 

Building J1.Building J1.

• Regular Army, Army Reserves, 

WA Police and Emergency 

Services use the barracks for 

weekend training and camps.

2003 SJACU Graduation photograph 



Points

So over all it is obvious there are four main parts to 
the history of Northam Army Camp.

1. A training Camp for soldiers on way to World 
War 2War 2

2. During WWII - to hold Italian Prisoners of War.

3. After WWII - to house migrants and displaced 
persons from Europe.

4. Modern times - used by defence groups, service 
groups and cadets.



Conclusion

• There are still some units that are descended from 
those that originally started at the Northam Army 
Camp.

• The Army Camp is getting very run down and 
everyone in and around Northam would like to see everyone in and around Northam would like to see 
it used a lot more.

• If used more it would benefit my unit and 
everyone else who has to complete a course or 
camp there.

• Also if used more it would maintain the buildings 
and the history between the buildings and the 
town.



Thank you
• The Northam Army Camp Heritage Association.

• Alan Hutcheson JP-Former President of the Northam Sub-
Branch of the RSL

• The Australian War Memorial (www.awm.gov.au)

• The Northam Tourist Bureau.

• Local Migrant Historian Jenny Budas.• Local Migrant Historian Jenny Budas.

• Current President of the Northam Sub Branch RSL     
A.R.J Paine OStJ and members

• The SJACU OC-CAPT (AAC) Mark Gargano

• Past Senior Cadets- who compiled resources- CDTWO2 
Matthew East and CDTWO2 David Bray 

• The many others who contributed information.
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CDTSGT Morag McGregor prepared NAC/NMTA speech for general audiences 

 

The Northam Army Camp has a great and varied history. From one thing like soldiers 

training for war to only being used on weekends or for a week here and there by 

members of the army or army reserves. Many units started up in Northam and their 

long history is still running today. In this talk I will present for you as much 

information as I can on the long history of the Northam Army Camp. 

 

Before the Army Camp was established in 1935 the land which is now known as the 

Army Camp was used for other reasons. In the late 1800’s the Mounted Rifle Troops 

were put together with the volunteer and militia units to form the Australian 

Commonwealth Military Forces. When World War One broke out in 1914 the 

government decided not to expand the existing military forces for overseas service but 

instead to expand the Australian Infantry Forces. No one was very happy about that so 

the word was giving to form a Light Horse Regiment in Western Australia. The 10
th
 

Light Horse Regiment completed pre-testing at a farm adjacent to the now Northam 

Army Camp. May 12
th
 1915 the 1

st
 Northam Light Horse Regiment the 10

th
 Light 

Horse disembarked at Gallipoli. Within the 10
th
 Light Horse Regiment was WA’s first 

VC winner for WW1, then 2LT Hugo Throssell, he was the OC for the Jennacubbine 

Mounted Rifles. During World War One the 10
th
 Light Horse Regiment became a 

prestige military group and played a large part in training Northam’s Young men at 

the Northam Army Camp. 

 

The land was also used to train Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC). These people were 

members of the community who were exempt from going to war due to the type of 

work they did such as Farmers, Teachers, Policemen or Fire fighters. They could not 

be sent to war because there hard work was need back at home so they started up their 

own unit. They came from surrounding towns such as Jennacubbine, Jennapullin or 

Grass valley to complete their initial training on the land where the army camp is 

today. They did not have all the necessary equipment so they improvised. They used 

sticks, planks of wood or rocks to practice all the same movements and drills as the 

regularly army but just not with the same equipment. Also they had to wear what 

clothes they had at home as they did not have enough uniforms for these people. If 

they were lucky they would get a pair of pants or a shirt but the other part they would 

have to find themselves. 

 

The Northam Army Camp was first official established in 1935. Before this time 

soldiers were being trained in Northam but did not have a specific base. They trained 

in an area along the river that is now known as Burlong Pool. The instruction was 

received from Army Headquarters Melbourne to select and develop a site in a country 

district. This was originally only to be a semi-permanent camp to serve as: 

� A centre for mobilization of West Australian troop, free from enemy 

interference. 

� A reception camp for a reinforcing brigade from the Eastern States. 

� Alternative training grounds for West Australian military troop. 

Over time the normal camp facilities were to be erected in stages. 

 

Many things were required to start a whole new military camp but among the major 

requirements were: 

� Reliable water supplies for about 5000 men. 



 2 

� 1
st
 class rail and road communication in every direction. 

� Facilities for artillery and small arms practice. 

� Railway sidings and other rail facilities. 

� Reasonable concealment. 

 

Brigadier A.M Martyn-Brigade Commander for 5
th
 military district, selected LTCOL 

G.F.G Wieck- Assistant Adjutant to the Quarter Master General of 5
th
 military district 

to carry out the required reconnaissance. LTCOL Wieck set out exploring the 

possibilities of the land between Pingelly and Goomalling. This area not being 

suitable he headed north from Pingelly and reached Northam, via York, on Easter 

Saturday 1935. 

 

Next day in company along with Mr Thackrah the Traffic Inspector of the Northam 

Town Council proceeded on foot to inspect the eastern foothills and slopes of the 

Darling Range. Most of the first spotted land could be used to start the camp but much 

of the surrounding areas were farming land. Unlike the widely spread wheat belt we 

have today the farming area was reasonably small so they could not cut into it for this 

may have caused a food shortage. 

 

During World War Two more than 25,000 Prisoners of War were brought to Australia 

from the Middle East and India, most being Italian. These prisoners were held 

between 1943 and 1946. In 1943 Western Australia was struggling to find people to 

work on farms so the idea to use POW’s as labour came about. There were three 

POW camps that operated in WA. Northam Army camp was a huge operation during 

the war but by 1945 is was nearly deserted. In early 1946 the prospect to repatriation 

all prisoners of war to Italy became a reality. Control centres slowly began to get 

closed down and soon the main camp at Marrinup realised they could not hold the 

amount of prisoners coming their way. The decision was made then to transfer all 

prisoners to Northam as they had the capacity to hold the some 2,500 POW’s. In July 

1946 the Headquarters of No. 16 POW Camp was transferred from Marrinup to 

Northam.  

 

While the POW’s were in Northam they were put to work building a new blue metal 

parade ground and erecting retaining walls, steps and memorial plinths, one of which 

housed a time capsule. In the plinths and steps the following words are inscribed: 

‘POW 24/9/46’ and ‘24/9/46 POW ITALIANI’. The POW’s were held in the 

Northam Army Camp between May and November 1946 at which time all 

repatriations had been completed and the remainder of POW’s had been sent to the 

Eastern States. Although some chose to stay longer in the district later becoming true-

blue Aussies. 

 

Also during World War 2 a thing called the Empire Air Training Scheme (EATS) was 

started up. The flying schools were all over Australia, the local one was based at 

Cunderdin but the Northam Army Camp’s airstrip was utilised. Cunderdin was 

referred to as No 9 Empire Flight Training School (EFTS), of which around the 

Empire there were some 50 locations for training. What the training scheme involved 

was a short abbreviated pilot course for people in the Empire for Commonwealth air 

forces to serve in WW2, with candidates coming from all over Australia, New 

Zealand, Canada, South Africa and Rhodesia. The type of aircraft that would have 

been seen was a yellow bi-plane called a Tiger Moth. RAAF Base Pearce 
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(Bullsbrook) housed No 5 EFTS and also occasionally used the Northam airstrip to 

provide additional training for different landing conditions as well as using Gin Gin.  

 

The EFTS would use the Northam Army Camp airstrip to practice landings on 

different surfaces. Also utilised for the same purpose was the land behind the airstrip 

now known as Burlong Farm. A place, which is used for bivouacs and other activities 

through out the year and occasionally also sees other military aircraft, such as a 

Caribou frequenting the strip. 

 

In mid 1949 what was known as the 118
th
 Field Hospital during the war got 

refurbished and became Holden Commonwealth Department of Immigration Centre, 

commonly known as Holdens Camp. This refurbishment had to be done to this area 

because of the influx of migrants and displaced persons from Europe and the Baltic 

States. Later in 1949 the Northam Army Camp became the Department of 

Immigration Reception and Training Centre, Northam. The migrants were heading to 

Australia when the coal miners went on strike meaning when they finally arrived in 

Australia they found themselves spending more time at the Northam Army Camp than 

expected. While in Northam many found work with Mainroads or West Australian 

Government Railway now called, Westrail, which in turn meant they ended up staying 

Northam as they had found work and did not need to go out to Collie to work on the 

mines after all. At the peak of migration the camp could hold up to 4500 migrants and 

500 staff, this amount doubling the town’s population. Later, again helping with the 

population and growth of Northam, many migrants grew to like the area and 

atmosphere in and around Northam and settled here. By 1954 1600 migrants had 

already settled in the township. This number continued to grow over time and so did 

the size and range of shops in the town. Northam today still has a large range of 

cultures and this is reflected through the types of shops we have. If the migrants had 

not stayed in Northam it would most likely not be even half the size or have the range 

of shops it does today. 

 

Life for a migrant itself was not very comfortable or pleasant. During their first three 

or four weeks at the reception and training centre the migrants were medically 

examined and x-rayed to check that they were free of Tuberculosis, photographed and 

issued exemption certificates, interviewed by social security representatives and given 

army clothes for work parties. Within the Northam Army the lines that were used 

were D-H blocks. Within in each set of lines was a range of things. In block F for 

example there were six accommodation huts, a kitchen, a freezer store and two brick 

ablution blocks. All the other blocks had similar equipment and stores. At the camp 

there were only three or four showers for each gender so you had to get up really early 

and queue for a shower. The water system was not good and eventually the water 

would become to hot and cold water could no longer get through. Shower then had to 

stop for the day until later at night when the water-cooled down again. 

 

The toilets were a simple pan system in which teams were chosen every week to clean 

out and they totally stunk. There was a hospital situated at the top camp, which 

included an isolation ward, a maternity ward and a TB ward. A doctor, a matron, and 

a large nursing and service staff ran the hospital. The main illnesses treated at the 

hospital were rashes, respiratory or gastric ailments and epidemics of conjunctivitis. 
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The conditions at Holdens Camp were exceptionally better than the ones at the Army 

Camp. The rooms were 12’ x 8’, lined, had ceilings and ablution facilities. Some 

families were known to sew blankets or sheets together to make rooms more private. 

 

Children living at the camp had trouble growing up comprehending everything as 

Australian and many local schools had to change to adapt to teaching the wide range 

of children. The Army Camp itself had a primary school where children of that age 

were taught. When a child reached high school he or she then had to travel into 

Northam to go to school. A large number of the migrants were catholic so a large 

number of the children attended the catholic high school, which is still running today 

and known as St Joseph’s School, where the Saint Joseph’s Army Cadet Unit is based. 

 

The history between when the migrants left and when the defence, police and 

emergency service groups started using the Army Camp is a little unclear, but it is 

known that there was an Australian Army Cadet Unit called the Northam Army Cadet 

Unit or NACU, running between 1950 and 1974, although other Army Cadet Units 

from Perth also utilised the camp until 1974. In 1974 when the Labor Party, then in 

power, closed down all military cadets there was a battalion type camp being held at 

the Northam Army camp. As labor had closed down all cadets they were not allowed 

to stay and everyone had to be sent home. The officers were having a formal dinner in 

the mess when they heard the news and many went straight home. A few stayed until 

the early hours of the morning when they made the last toast to cadets and threw their 

empty glasses into the open fire place and went home. 

 

While the cadets were running they held an annual camp every year in August (End of 

Term 2 holidays) at the Northam Army camp, run similarly to how ours are run today. 

They had two phases each with around 1000 cadets. The first phase saw the private 

compulsory school units go through while during the second phase the government 

non-compulsory units went through. During this camp the Army got in a lot of 

practice as well. With large numbers of troops needing moving around the Army got 

their practice of moving troops. The nurses also got their practice. These people 

having outside jobs such as shop assistants or typists waited all year of the cadet 

annual camp to start so they could get some real practice on actual injuries. 

 

In addition, the Northam Combined Cadet Unit or NCCU, a combined unit between 

St Joseph’s School and Northam Senior High School ran between 1977 and 1984. 

This was very successfully commanded by CAPT (ACC) Mayford Godfrey an ex-

Indian Army Captain. Unfortunately, this unit was forced to close when the 2 

remaining staff members (Including CAPT Godfrey) accepted teaching positions 

away from Northam, leaving 60 cadets without leaders, or anyone local willing to 

accept the challenge of cadet leadership. The NCCU utilised the white swan of the 

Avon Valley which the current Army Cadet Unit, the SJACU has adopted as their 

own and found prominently on their hat badge and unit patch to continue this link and 

foster the heritage and legacy of past officers, instructors, staff and cadets of these 

former units, the connections they made, their good work and youth development in 

the Avon Valley.  

 

Also during this period of time it is known that the land was used for a Citizens 

Military Force (CMF) to be started. This was a group of civilians who would 

complete a 2 week Initial Training Course, some being national servicemen and a 2 
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week camp every year. These members were from only from the Avon Valley and 

surrounding districts. 

 

The Special Air Services Regiment (SASR) at one point in time was using the 

Northam Army Camp as a base to hold their 45 days recruitment course. Over time 

the Police Services have used the campsite mainly facilitating the rifle range. Today 

the camp is still in use with some army cadet camps and courses, such as the JNCO 

course being held there this week or annual camps during the year. The Saint Joseph’s 

Army Cadet Unit, my unit, is based there along side the 708-Squadron Airforce 

cadets. 708 Squadron Air force cadets are based in the East side of building J1 with 

the Army Cadets on the other side. 708 Squadron began at the start of 1995 as No 8 

Flight Air Training Corps, with one of the foundation staff members, Mark Gargano 

joining in 1999 Army Cadets and becoming the Officer Commanding of the SJACU, 

through the Office of Youth Affairs schemes to raise new units.  

 

Under his leadership, this unit has had many successes in its short but proud history, 

including having state cadets of the year, cadets participating in national events such 

as the Chief of the Army and Chief of the Defence Force Challenges, hosting the WA 

annual cadet parade, participating in many local events such as the Avon Descent, 

Northam Flying 50, Apex Christmas raffle and other fundraisers and participating in 

the hand over of the new Duke of Edinburgh banner, and on many occasions having 

over 40 cadets parading (With 88 cadets appearing on the very first parade day on 5
th
 

of May 99 and finishing that year with 53 cadets and 7 staff-all from St Joseph’s 

School on the books).  

 

Also the SASR and Army Reserve units are known to come up for training weekends 

or camps. 13 Combat Services Support Battalion (CSSB) Transport Company, our 

army foster unit, are known to complete their 16-day driving course at the Northam 

Army barracks. 

 

So in conclusion it is obvious to see that the Northam Army Camp has a great and 

varied history with four main parts to it. These being: 

� A training camp for soldiers on their way to World War 2. 

� To hold Italian Prisoners of War. 

� Post War times to hold displaced persons and migrants from Europe. 

� Modern Times for use by defence groups, police and emergency 

services and cadets. 

There are still a few units that are descendants of the units that originally started up in 

Northam and still continue on the long history that they established with training and 

preparing for war. As most of you would know the army camp itself is now very run 

down and not used as much as members of the town would like to see it used. It is 

really only used by AAC members for weekend training and the usual Friday night 

Airforce cadets and Wednesday Army cadets. With the facilities it has it would be 

great to see it used a lot more to maintain the buildings and long history between the 

camp and Northam itself. Also while collecting information for this talk I have spoken 

to many people who said they would like to join reserves but find it to hard to travel 

so just forget about it. If Northam was utilised more then possibly more people would 

join reserves and this would certainly benefit our unit and our country. 
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I would like to make special mention to the: 

� Northam Army Camp Heritage Association 

� Alan Hutcheson JP Former Northam Sub Branch RSL President. 

� The Northam Tourist Bureau. 

� The Australian War Memorial Website. 

� Local Migrant Historian Jenny Budas. 

� Current President of the Northam Sub Branch RSL A.R.J Paine OStJ 

and members, who provided valuable insights. 

� My Officer Commanding- Captain Mark Gargano for the many hours 

of proof reading, setting up interviews and general assistance. 

� Past Senior Cadets who compiled various aspects of information 

utilised for various events, specifically both CDTWO2 Matthew East 

and CDTWO2 David Bray. 

� And the many others who contributed in helping me to find the 

information and put it together in the talk that has been presented here 

today. 

THANK YOU 
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Time, Continuity and Change 
Level 3-6 

 
ASSESSMENT ONE- Connecting the local to the world 

 
You are to choose one of the time periods outlined below and 
describe key factors in world affairs within the relevant decade. 
 
As this assessment is examining a historical focus, use of terms and 
phrases, with their definitions are expected. It will be important to make 
the connection between the world view and the local view, this means 
outlining the major events occurring at both levels and as identified in 
the attached rubric, to make the comparison and connection between 
these events will lead to higher levels in the TCC outcome. Do keep 
the major world events to specific points that are relevant for your 
comparison to local activities. 
 
Information should be clearly presented within approximately 2 pages, 
including images that are correctly linked and referenced. The format 
for this assessment is an essay. Ideally at the end you should be able 
to provide details about the what, when, where, who, why and how for 
both below within your specified decade, allowing comparisons and 
links to be made where necessary. 
 
Please choose one of the following time periods-  
1930s-  
Local- Establishing Northam Army Camp (NAC) and  
World- Global tensions and expansionism of Nazi Germany and Japan. 
 
1940s-  
Local-Training Centre and the Volunteer Defence Corps (VDC) and  
World-The War in Europe. 
 
1940s-  
Local- POWs and building & construction at the NAC. 
World- The Axis Powers-The role of Italy 
 
Don’t forget your references (page xiii, 2010 SJS School diary), enjoy. 
Please remember, no levels for plagiarising, this means no copying 
and pasting from websites, all materials must be in your own words.  



Stories from the Northam Army Camp (NAC) 

From the DVD published in 2007 by 

Northam Army Camp Heritage Association (NACHA) 

 

Name______________________ 
 

Define the three distinct different periods of the history of the NAC. 
 

1. At its peak, how many personnel could NAC accommodate? 
 
 

2. In what year was NAC officially established? 
 
 

3. What was the main aim for establishing NAC? 
 

4. List some of the groups that trained at Northam Army Camp? 
 

5. Describe the appearance of the huts at NAC? 
 
 
 

6. How many people trained at NAC during WW2 (1939-45)? 
 
7. After training at NAC, where did the troops leave from? 

 
8. What was life like for the nurses at NAC? 

 
 
 
 
 

9. What is the significance of the Italiani POW Memorial? 
 
 
 
 

10. What is a ‘POW’? 
 
11. What duties did these guys perform? 

 
 
 

12. What is a ‘Displaced Person’ (DP), where did they come from? 
 
 
 

13. What language, other than English was commonly spoken at NAC? 
 

14. What is a new Australian? 
 
 
 
 



15. How did the ‘New Australians’ generally get here? 
 
 
 
 

16. How did the migrants generally feel about Australia? 
 
 

17. Name some other groups that utilised NAC? 
 
 
 

18. Describe the three distinct periods of NAC. 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

19. How did Northam change due to the migrants? 
 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
 

20. Describe in 100-150 words from the point of view of an Australian 
resident of the local area (e.g. farmer), or Italian POW, or Military 
personnel, or European migrant about life in the 1940-1950’s in the 
local Northam area (Remember to make references to other groups). 

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________ 
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Culture 
Level 3-6 

 
ASSESSMENT TWO- Researching and constructing a diorama 

 

Using a shoebox, or something of similar proportions, you are to highlight a fragment of a 
migrant’s life at Northam Army Camp (NAC). You are to choose one of the four options as a 
basis for your diorama, written component and oral presentation.  

 
1. Home accommodation. 
2. School life 
3. Entertainment 
4. Infrastructure (Working at the camp and/or in the local area) 
 
(1 to 3 are effectively indoor scenes, 4 is from an outside perspective and this 
does not mean constructing 1 building, but a series of huts or school building, 
or the hospital and huts as per NAC map).  
 
Brainstorm points/what I should remember (If you need more room- use the reverse 
side)? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Don’t forget the written and verbal parts, you need to highlight aspects of a migrant’s life, what 
was their daily routine like, what did they eat, what recreational activities did they enjoy, what 
work did they do, how did they interact, what was it like being in a new country, but being 
mixed in with many different cultures, how do you think a migrant viewed Australians and how 
did Australians view them. What is also expected is what changed in Northam (Australia) as a 
result of post-WW2 migration, how did migrants have to change to ‘assimilate’ into an 
Australian lifestyle.  
 
This written part should contain 400-500 words and the presentation should be 2-3 
minutes, with a brief description of how you physically constructed your diorama and what 
you have personally gained from studying migration and the NAC. Remember we are doing 
Time Continuity and Change and Culture, therefore do not be afraid to outline how over time 
Australia and Northam has changed, physically and culturally since post WW2 migration. 
 
If you would like to add your personal views, this would be expressed as part of your 
presentation, not the written part. Remember, there are lots of resources (notes, DVDs, 
movies, guest speakers), therefore as always written work, must be referenced, check page 
xiii of the 2010 SJS diary for additional details. Consult the rubric for specifics.  ENJOY! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Due:  
 

       Your Chosen Country: ___________________ 
 

• After researching, produce a profile card (2 A4 
sheets) on your chosen country, this and your 
presentation will be assessed. 

  

• Include details of the following information (please 
use headings): 
- The flag 

- Name 

- Location 

- Capital City 

- Government type 

- Country background (Independence), history and culture 

- Language  

- Lifestyle, what is it like in this country 

- Industries, business, export (what do we make?) and imports 

- Country priorities-health issues, literacy, technology, etc 

- Population size and distribution (rural/urban) 

- Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (how much money your country makes) 

- Involvement with the UN (When and in what capacity?) 

- What activities is your country involved in? For example supply funds 

(money), peacekeepers, military, aid (medicine or food) programmes. 

- How is your country linked with Australia (Past/migration or present)? 

- How has learning about your country influenced your ideas about that 

country and its links with Australia?   

 

Society & Environment 
United Nations and Australia 



 
 

 

Society and Environment > Culture 

Society and Environment > Active Citizenship 

Active Citizenship 

Students demonstrate active citizenship through their 
behaviours and practices in the school environment, 
in accordance with the principles and values 
associated with the democratic process, social 
justice and ecological sustainability 

EMERGING PHASE 

Students are relatively self-centred. 
Typically, they demonstrate their 
behaviours and actions within settings, 
which are familiar to them, such as in the 
classroom, school grounds, or within their 
friendship group; and their teachers often 
guide their behaviours and actions. 

Typically, this will be evident when a 
student: 

D
e
m
o
c
ra
ti
c
 p
ro
c
e
s
s
 

The student values and participates in the 
political process: 
 respects and is articulate about the political 
process 
 respects and is committed to democracy as 
a system of decision making and formal 
government 
 cooperates in group activities 
 
The student values and participates in 
community life: 
 contributes to community life in a way that 
is consistent with good citizenship 
 accepts social responsibility  
 
The student respects legitimate and just 
authority structures and the role of the law: 
 respects the need for authority and the rule 
of law 
 respects the right to urge change to the law 
by appropriate and peaceful means 

 participates willingly in group 
activities and group decision making 
 accepts responsibilities for group 
roles and tasks assigned by the teacher 
 
 
 appreciates the benefits of 
contributing to the group 
 begins to take initiative by 
undertaking small tasks for the benefit of 
the class without always being directed to 
do so 
 
 
 
 appreciates that rules exist in a 
variety of situations 
 follows the rules of the classroom 
 respects people in positions of 
responsibility 

S
o
c
ia
l 
ju
s
ti
c
e
 

The student values and cares for other people: 
 is sensitive to and concerned about other 
people 
 treats people with dignity and respect 
 
The student upholds the equality of all people 
whilst appreciating and respecting their 
differences: 
 respects people’s basic rights 
 treats all people equally 
 values the diversity of cultural expression 
 
The student works cooperatively to resolve 
conflict peacefully: 

 works cooperatively to resolve conflict in a 
manner 
that enhances the dignity and worth of all 
people 
 addresses prejudice and discriminatory 
behaviour in peaceful ways 

 shows concern for and sensitivity to 
others in their friendship group and family 
 with some direction, takes action to 
care for others 
 
 
 shows respect for others in their 
friendship group/class, including those 
of different opinion,  temperament or 
background 
 treats others in their group/class 
equally and fairly 
 
 
 explores and tries different ways of 
negotiating personal difference in the 
friendship groups 
 attempts to resolve differences in the 
group with the guidance of the teacher  
 shows some understanding of the 
feelings of others who have been 
excluded or discriminated against 



Culture 

Students 
understand that 
people form groups 
because of their 
shared 
understanding of 
the world and, in 
turn, they are 
influenced by the 
particular culture so 
formed. 

Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 

The student 
understands 
that the diverse 
groups to which 
people belong 
vary in their 
traditional & 
non-traditional 
aspects & that 
interaction with 
these groups’ 
influences the 
identity of 
individuals. 

The student 
understands 
that cultures are 
based on 
beliefs & 
traditions, which 
are, transmitted 
through the 
social 
organisation 
that in turn 
influences the 
roles, rights & 
responsibilities 
of individuals & 
cultural groups. 

The student 
understands that, 
over time, 
changes to belief 
systems, cultural 
practices & social 
organisation 
ensure the 
survival of cultural 
groups & also 
influence the 
identities of 
individuals, 
groups & 
societies. 
 

The student 
understands that, 
as a result of 
change & 
continuity in 
beliefs & 
traditions & the 
influence of core 
values, 
contemporary 
cultures have 
evolved with 
varying degrees 
of cohesion & 
diversity. 

Society and Environment > Natural and Social Systems 

Natural and Social 
Systems 

Students 
understand that 
systems provide 
order to the 
dynamic natural 
and social 
relationships 
occurring in the 
world. 
 

Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 

The student 
understands 
that there is a 
relationship 
among law 
making, law 
enforcement 
and the role of 
government. 
 

The student 
understands 
that different 
elements 
respond and 
attempt to 
adapt to 
changes in 
natural systems 
 

The student 
understands how 
and why features 
of natural 
systems are a 
result of varying 
adaptations to 
their environment 
 

The student 
understands that 
people affect, 
and are affected 
by, the changes 
in natural 
systems. 

Society and Environment > Time, Continuity and Change 

Time, Continuity 
and Change 

Students 
understand that 
people’s actions 
and values are 
shaped by their 
understanding and 
interpretation of the 
past. 

Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6 

The students 
understands 
that at 
particular times 
there are 
various factors 
which result in 
change. 

The student 
understands 
that change at 
a particular 
time reflects 
the beliefs of 
individuals and 
groups within 
societies at that 
time. 

The student 
understands that 
the beliefs and 
way of life of 
people are a 
consequence of 
changes and 
continuity in other 
times. 

The student 
understands that 
change in 
societies and 
environments 
occurs in many 
forms and at 
varying rates. 

The students 
understands 
that different 
perspectives on 
people, events 
and ideas at a 
particular time 
can be gained 
from historical 
accounts. 

The students 
understands 
that people 
develop a 
perspective on 
a particular 
issue or event 
according to 
their beliefs 
and heritage. 

The students 
understands that 
differences in 
people’s beliefs 
and values 
contribute to 
varying 
interpretations of 
the past. 

The students 
understands that, 
over time, 
changes occur in 
interpretations of 
people and 
events of the 
past. 
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